
2015 FOREIGN AFFAIRS FAMILY MEMBER SURVEY
In 2015 the Family Liaison Office surveyed family members from all foreign affairs
agencies. 1,932 responded from a pool of 12,000 posted abroad and several thousand
more in the U.S. 13% of respondents are in the U.S. and 87% are posted abroad.

52% hold advanced degrees
Master's 41%
JD 5%
PhD 4%
MD 1%
Other 1%

Many are fluent in at least one
language besides English.

Additional fluencies include
German, Portuguese,
Japanese, Italian, Hungarian,
Farsi, and many more.

Virtual employment
64% of respondents
seeking employment are
interested in teleworking.
13% of those currently
employed work all their
hours remotely.

Foreign service family members have extensive
international experience.

Worldwide talent/global experience

Foreign Service family members have a
wealth of experience in fields including

Professional experience

business and management,
information technology,
communications, healthcare,
education, and the arts.



Business and Management  
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Other

Real Estate

Marketing

Management

International

Human Resources

Finance

Events Management

Economics

Procurement

Conference Management

Commerce

Analytics/Data Science

Admin/Office Management

Accounting

Degree/Certificate only Less than 2 years 2 to 5 years

6 to 10 years More than 10 years



Information Technology, Science and Engineering 
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Web Design

Robotics

Physics

Mathematics

Laboratory Science

Information Technology

Horticulture

Geology

Game Design

Engineering

Database Administration

Cybersecurity

Construction Management

Chemistry

Biology

Agriculture

Degree/Certificate only Less than 2 years 2 to 5 years

6 to 10 years More than 10 years



Liberal Arts and Communication 
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Technical writer

Speechwriter

Sociology

Public Relations

Public Administration

Political Science Government

Photography

Multi-media

Language Literature

History

Writer

Degree/Certificate only Less than 2 years 2 to 5 years

6 to 10 years More than 10 years



Art and Design 
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Producer Director

Performer

Music

Interior Design

Graphic Design

Film Maker Videographer

Fashion

Drama/Theater

Art History

Architect

Degree/Certificate only Less than 2 years 2 to 5 years

6 to 10 years More than 10 years



Healthcare 
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Veterinary/VDM

Veterinary Assistant

Social Work

Speech Therapy

Public Health

Psychology

Physician Assistant

Physical Therapy

Psychiatry

Pharmacy

Nutrition

Nursing

Mental Health

Medical Office Administration

Medical Doctor/MD

Doctor of Osteopathy/DO

Dentist/DDS

Dental Hygenist

Kinesiology Physiology

Counseling

Degree/Certificate only Less than 2 years 2 to 5 years

6 to 10 years More than 10 years



Education and Other 
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Special Education

School Administration

Teacher

Physical Education

NGO-Program Fundraising

Law

International Development

Hospitality Management

Grants Management

Forensic Science

Event Planning

Culinary Arts

Justice/Law Enforcement

Professor

Coaching

Degree/Certificate only Less than 2 years 2 to 5 years

6 to 10 years More than 10 years


